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acceptance  of  my  invitation.     After  having  warme^, his
insides and loosened his tongue with a little rum, he ^Id
me his story, which is dreary rather than exciting, but whfth
was typical of stories I heard from other convicts.    WitlS^
much rambling  and  many  repetitions   as   he  strained  his'"
memory to recall this and that fact and date, the main story
ran as follows :
His parents died when he was 12, and left him and his
sister in the care of a tutor. When he was 15, he was sent
to work to mind sheep, but on the very first morning he was
too busy eating his lunch of rancid lard and cheese to notice
that the sheep had strayed on to a neighbour's lucerne. The
neighbour demanded 6 francs compensation, and Quer, too
frightened to tell the tutor, never went home, but ran away
to Ardeche, wa poor province, but rich in sheep—and pretty
girls,' the cracked voice told me. cEn effet it was there I
met my first "rose."'
He entered into service with a family to look after the
sheep, and—because he could read and write—to act as sort
of secretary to the illiterate farmer, who had been engaged
for three years in a law suit with one of his neighbours.
Here he met the " rose' in question—a girl six months older
than himself.
'Ma foi! One day we were together watching the sheep,
and urged on by curiosity, we went into the barn. With no
human witnesses, I took advantage of the favours of my
little friend,' the wheezing voice went on modestly. 'The
sheep watched us as if offended, and for my own part, I was
seized with disgust. I was 16 then. Mais croyezrmoi!
This feeling of disgust didn't last long, not more than an
hour.5
'Eiifin, those people had treated me as if I was the son
of the house, but after that affair with the girl I had to
leave. They were even silly enough to pay me my month's
wages and 2 francs beside. The girl gave me a present of a
5-franc gold piece, which had been given her by her patron.
I had never had so much money in my life before, and I
went away this time ready for any adventure.'

